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Upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season contained a record proportion of staple 
35 and was higher in grade than through the same period a year earlier, according to the 
Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA. Staple 35 accounted for almost 30 
percent of ginnings this season, the largest proportion of this staple length since records 
began in 1938. The White grades comprised over 75 percent of ginnings, the largest propor- 
tion in these grades since 1962. White grades 41 and higher accounted for almost 62 per- 
cent of ginnings prior to October 1, the largest proportion since 1969. Average mike and 
fiber strength of this season's ginnings were higher than a year earlier. 


White grades 41 and higher accounted for almost 62 percent of ginnings prior to October 1 
this season. This was the largest proportion of ginnings in these grades since 1969 and 
compares with 58 percent a year earlier and 48 percent in 1975. Grade 41 was the predom- 
inant grade at 37 percent of ginnings prior to October 1 this season compared with 43 per- 
cent in 1976 and 37 percent two years ago. Grade 31 made up almost 18 percent of ginnings 
so far this season against almost 13 percent and 10 percent in 1976 and 1975, respectively. 
The White grades made up over 75 percent of ginnings, the largest proportion of any crop in 
the White grades since 1962. Through the same period last season 72 percent of the crop 
and two years ago 66 percent were in the White grades. Slightly over 22 percent of upland 
ginnings prior to October 1 was in the Light Spotted grades compared to 25 percent a year 
ago and 32 percent in 1975. The average grade index was 93.1 (grade 31=100), up from 91.4 
a year earlier and 90.7 two years ago. 


Cotton stapling 35 accounted for almost 30 percent of ginnings through September 30 this 
season. This was the largest proportion of ginnings prior to October 1 in this staple 
length since records began in 1938 and compares with 10 percent and 18 percent in 1976 and 
1975, respectively. Staple 34, the predominant length of ginnings through September 30 
since 1957, made up 31 percent so far this season compared with 34 percent a year earlier 
and 31 percent two years ago. Cotton stapling 33 accounted for 19 percent of ginnings so 
far this season against 33 percent a year earlier and 20 percent two years ago. Staples 32 
and shorter comprised 16 percent of this season's ginnings prior to October 1. This was 
the smallest proportion in these shorter lengths since 1968 and compares with 22 percent in 
1976 and 29 percent in 1975. The average staple length was 33.7 thirty-seconds inches a- 
gainst 33.3 a year earlier and 33.4 two years ago. 


Average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 45, up from 43 a 
year earlier and 44 two years ago. Cotton in the 35-49 mike range accounted for almost 76 
percent of ginnings through September 30 against 75 percent a year earlier and 83 percent 

in 1975. Cotton miking 34 and below made up five percent compared with 10 percent and two 
percent in 1976 and 1975, respectively. Cotton above 50 comprised almost 20 percent of gin- 
nings prior to October 1 against 15 percent the two previous seasons. 


Fiber strength of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season averaged 87,200 pounds 
per square inch (psi). This was the highest fiber strength of ginnings through September 30 
since records began in 1966 and compares with 82,700 last year and 83,600 psi two years ago. 
Cotton 90,000 psi and stronger made up 33 percent of ginnings so far this season. This was 
the largest proportion since records began and compares with 11 percent through the same 
period the two previous years. Cotton weaker than 80,000 psi accounted for six percent 
against 29 percent and 20 percent in 1976 and 1975, respectively. 


Cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season totaled 2,366,000 running bales. This was the 
largest volume of ginnings for any year since 1965 and compares with 573,000 through the 
same period last season and 373,000 two years ago. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to October 1, 1977 with 1976 comparisons, by states 1/ 


rade reductions 


state Grass Total reductions 
1076 | 1977. |, 1976. | 1977. | = 1076 8) lo77ue li errs 


Pet. Pct, Pet. Pet. Pet. Per. Pet. PEt. 

North Carolina - 13.6 - - - - - LOR 6 
South Carolina 4.3 10.8 - O.1 - - 4.3 10,9 
Georgia 10.5 S23 oe5 Ons - oad 14.0 8.9 
Alabama 2455 0.9 - . - - 4.5 0.9 
Mississippi eh 4.0 0.1 OFT a * 7.3 4.1 
Tennessee - ees ~ * - - - Ae 
Missouri - 0.5 - - - * = (O) As) 
Arkansas 2.9 1.6 = * - = 2.9 Te 
Louisiana 655 7.9 (0) sak - - * 6.6 A) 
Oklahoma ~ Sao - aa - - - 3°38 
Texas 4.0 oe 13.6 io * * 270 ies 
New Mexico - Le) ~ - - - ~ ik Ae) 
Arizona SO) 260 eS) OVS = = Aes 268) 

oe an 

— > 
Califoveia Roe 1.4 0.7 - 2.2 - - 1.4 2.9 
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ee 
Unita states — = 4.2 3.6 12.0 0.9 * * 16.2 4.5 
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l/ Data _for current seasom are preliminary. 
* téssthan 0.05 percent: 
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